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Kindly add the following new claims 18-37. aUIWH 

— 18. An exterior sheathing element comprising: 
a main body having lateral sides; 

a first edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides, said first edge portion 

including an innerface channel; 

a second edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides and opposite said first 
edge portion, said second edge portion including an outerface channel; and 

a mounting tab projecting from said second ^portion so as to be substantially co-planar 

with respect to said main body; and 

an overlapping section of said second ^portion located near at least one of said lateral sides 
of said main body, said overlapping section being free of said mounting tab and being adapted to be 
overlapped with a side of an adjoining second sheathing element so that said first edge portion and 
said second edge portion of the sheathing element engage the first edge portion and the second edge 
portion of the adjoining second sheathing element, respectively^; A *><> 


19. The sheathing element of claim l^fh^^E^^ v o^ m nT^ i^^ 
^TedgTpl^^ element can engage at l e ti lt n n«*if said second 

edge portion of the sheathing element and the second edge portion of the adjoining se ™^ h «^ 

elemem.__ 

20. The sheathing element of claim 18, wherein said lateral sides of said main body comprise 
an upper side and a lower side, wherein said upper side and said lower side are defined with respect 
to a position after the sheathing element has been overlapped with the adjoining second sheathing 
element, said overlapping section being located at said upper side of said main body. 
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repeating said positioning of the first sheathing element, said overlaying of the second 
Sheathing element, said engaging of the firsi edge portion and the second edge portion of the second 
sheathing element with the first edge portion and the second edge portion of the first sheathing 
element, said positioning of the third sheathing element, and said fixing of the first sheathing element 
as necessary so as to sheath the support structure. 

| , , | 24. An exterior sheathing element comprising: 

^ a substantially planar main body having lateral sides and having ribs extending substantially 

parallel to said lateral sides, said ribs being located adjacent to one of said lateral sides of said main 
body; 

a first edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides, said first edge portion 

including an innerface channel; 

a second edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides and opposite said first 
edge portion, said second edge portion including an outerface channel; and 

a mounting tab projecting from said second portion so as tp be substantially co-pjanar 
with respect to said main body; and fo6(L B/»c* *&oJ i«*P o^^AiZ c«w*L J* K 

an overlapping section of said second a^d portion located near at least one of said lateral sides 
of said main body, said overlapping section being free of said mounting tab and being adapted to be 
overlapped with a side of an adjoining second sheathing element so that said first edge portion of the 
sheathing element is located within the innerface channel of the first edge portion of the adjoining 
second sheathing element, and so that the overlapping section of the second fend' portion of the 
adjoining second sheathing element is located within said outerface channel of the sheathing element^ } <W* 


I 


23 The bliealliiiig o lo mnnt of cla i m 24, /wherein ^Heeend^d gL pui t iuu u ad^d ou efrtteA 
I /afirst edge portion of an adjoining third sheathing element can b»tftgagedovcr ol tomt* onr nr saia / 
! [ second edge portion of the sheathing element and the second edge portion of the adjoi ning seco ndj 
! \ sheathing element. 
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element, said positioning of the third sheathing element, and said fixing of the first sheathing element 
as necessary so as to sheath the support structure. 

28. An exterior sheathing element comprising: 

a substantially planar main body having lateral sides; 

a first edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides, said first edge portion 
including a longitudinal innerface channel, 

a second edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides and opposite said first 
edge portion, said second edge portion including a longitudinal outerface channel; and 

a mounting tab projecting from said second ^portion so as to be substantially co-planar 

! with respect to said main bodyf^auZ^^ " — -—^ ^ 

wherein one of said lateral sides of the sheathing element is adapted to be overlapped with a 
side of an adjoining second sheathing element so that a side portion of said first edge portion of the 
sheathing element is located within the innerface channel of the adjoining second sheathing element, 
and so that a side portion of the second edge portion of the adjoining second edge portion is located 
within said outerface channel of the sheathing element^ A 


\j — . ■ 

29 The sheathing element of claim 2<£herein fa& uxuiuludg u port i onio i nduulml j i j i 1i tint 

. _ ^ v <&uGf\bG. %oT*t .. 

a first edge portion oi an adjoining third sheathing element can tnw-ugiigLd 5«ti ut low* one of said 

second edge portion of the sheathing element and the second edge portion of the adjoining second 
sheathing element. — ; '. 


30 The sheathing element of claim 28, wherein/said mounting tab projectj'from only a 

— " — I3C ~ " <JW* 

of said second portion so as to form an overlapping section of said second enS portion 

located near one of said lateral sides of said main body, wherein said overlapping section is free of 


said mounting tab. j~~ 
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